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The Colonel Dean Bribtton House
Between Plainsboro and Scott'l's (Corner
iddlemex County, New Jersey

Ovners: Eatgéte of Nathaniel Pritton decd., (Mrs. Mary E.
Rigegs, ocecupant)

Dates of Erection: Rear unlt before L7093 front unlt
1825-35

Architect: TUnknown

Builders: lst unit by Aaron Dean Sr. (1739-17962) 2nd
unilt by his son-in-law Hathaniel RBritton
(1768~1837)

Fresent Condltion: UOriginal, well maintained

Humber of Stories: One and one-helf in rear unit; two
and cellar in front unit

Materials of Construction:
Foundation - Fileldstone laid in llme mortar
Exteriorw alls = hewn oak timber frame, brick-
filled and white pine clapboarded
Interior walls -~ frame, lathed and plastered
Chimneys ~ brick, vuilt into west side only
of main house, and into outer gable end
of rear unit
Roof - gable, wood shingled; 4-cclumn "dorich"
front portico

Historieal Data:

The identity as above gtated of the original
cwner of the clder and rear unlt of this howuse, a2z also
that of the subsecuent owner ior whom the impressive
four-column porticoed front unit was added thereto, 1s
determined by search of the title to the property as
recorded 1ln the County archives, reported as follows:
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The older unit was evidently bullt bhefore
2 February 1799, the date of the will of Asron Dean
of South Brunswiclk Townshlp, liiddlesex County, (proved
3 April next} and on the property which he devised
thereby To hils son Aaron and John ecually. In the
division of thig real estate among the two, a lot of
some 162 acres having a frontage of 2640 feet on the
gsouth side of the road from Scoti's corner to Plainsboro
was awarded to John Dy a deed of aqultclalm dated 13
November 1801 from his brother Aaron Desn Jr., being the
lot on which the house stands, with a 26 acre lot in the
swamp and a 10 acre lot on the =maid road,

By deed of cquitclaim from his wife's brother,
the sald John V. Dean of South Now Rrunswiek Townshlip,
dated 21 Harch 1802, and by deed of 1 April 1802 from Zobert
Davidson and wife Margaret, the same three lots were
conveyed in econsidepration of 1000 and of 500 pounds
resnectively to Hathanlcl “ritton of same placel?),

By hls wlll of 20 April 1835, proved 21
llareh 1839, this grantee Nathanlel frittoan, during
whose lifebtime the front unit of the housc was erected
in the Greek Revival fashlon, devised to his wife Huth
a 86 acre tract on the southh slde of the road from
Cranberry to the "Plains Tavern” which lot be had
purchased from the estate of Joihn Dean decd. as above
clted and also to her, during widowhood, and alterwards
to his son Dean Britton for lifebime and finally to the
lattert!s children, the residue of the real estote
(including the homestead here considered).

(a) By deed of 25 Nay 1807, this Hathaniel Britton and
wilfe uth, of Middx., Co., HeJes conveyed to Lovi and
#illiam Updike of Somerset Co., for 5380, a 1069 acie
farm in So. Prunsk. Tp., ilddxe. Cos., [ronting on the so,
gide of the Drinlkting #rook, reeciting title from his
father MHicholas #ritton decd., and the latterls by deed
of 16 say 1768 from hls frther, Nicholas Britton Sr.
(Mddx. Deed Bke Woe 7 p. 804). Mathaniel Britton, he 3
June 1768, d. & Apr. 1837, mar. Ruth Dean, b. 21 Apre.
1772, Q. 13 Yeh, 1362, dau,., of Aaron Dean, above sald,
and wife Gertrude Vllet.
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The only son and helr, Dean Eritton(®)
died intestate there in South Brunswick Township,
and on 26 July 1870 the administration upon his
estate was granted to Mary S. Britton. His children
and helrs named in the provate records were Ruth
wife of Aaron Dean, Aaron D, Britton, John D. Briltton,
Nathanlel Britton, Kate L. Britton and Mary L. wife of
Voorhees Rightmire, The house 1s known by his name
today,.

By deed of 1lst Aprll 1872, the helrs
eonveyed to their sald brother Nathanilel Zritton the
honmestead traect, as 104 acres, reclting the deed of
lst April 1802 from Robert Davidson, mentioned asbove,
and describing the land as lying in Cranbury Townshlp
(created from South Brunswick in 1872},

Nathaniel Britton, who thus came into posses~
sion, died 11 Februvary 1922, intestate, leaving a
v;idow Rebecca G, Britton of Plainsboro, and seven
daughters, liary E. Riggs of Cranbury, Elizabeth Okeson
of Kingston, Laura Johnson of Princeton, Catherine L.
Mlount of Plainsboro, Loulse Rodine of Trenton, Maud E.
Rue of Plaingboro and Wahneta kc Namee of same place,
all in New Jersey.

. By deed of 29 December 1936, the saild
Wahnets HMcNamee, widow, of the borough of Plalnsboro,
conveyed to her gisters Klizabeth Okeson of South
irunswick Township anéd Catherine L. Hount of Princeton,
her one-seventh Interest in the homestead farm of 104
acres, reciting its ldentity with that conveyed to
thelr late father, Nathanlel Britton by deed of lat
Aprll 1872 as abovo mentioned,

{(b) List of Freeholdsers, So. Brunsk, Twp., includes
Dean BPritton, 1841-6, 1830-4, 1850 and 1863, (Clayton,
Tiist. of Union and Mddxe. Cose, 1882) Dean Zritton, b.
5 Octe 1795, d. 18 June 1870, mar. Mary 3. Dye, L. 4
liny 1806, d. 8 Bept. 1890, (F.2. lee, Geneal, & ucm,
Tilst, of Nede, 1310, IIT, 883).
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Search of title 1n the land and
probate records of lliddlesex

County by Thomas J, Riley, HaAePeS.
abstractor, reported 27 August 1940
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